
The Making of Phoolan, the movie 

 

 

Phoolan is a documentary film about the 
extraordinary life of Phoolan Devi, an 
illiterate village girl, who survived a gang -illiterate village girl, who survived a gang -
rape, formed her own bandit group and 
finally became a parliamentarian. This is 
the story of a woman’s fight against 
incredible odds for justice and dignity. 
Known as India’s Bandit Queen, Phoolan 
Devi is considered by many to be one of 
the most extraordinary and controversial 
women of our time.  

 

By exploring Phoolan Devi’s story, this 
documentary explores the resilience of 
human spirit in the face of extreme 
oppression while creating greater 
awareness about the problems of awareness about the problems of 
poverty, injustice, and sexual violence 
towards women in India and beyond. 

The official site for the film states:  

"In order to immerse the viewer in this 
stranger-than-fiction story, the film 
weaves together interviews with those 
who knew her best, dramatic 
reenactments, and never -seen-before 
archival footage. It also includes insight 
from a select group of Indian expe rts who 
provide context and give first -hand 
accounts of the story as it unfolds. 
Through these voices, the audience sees Through these voices, the audience sees 
the wider relevance of Phoolan’s life to 
the problems faced by women and the 
poor today." 

The making of this documentary has been going on for the past 3 years. The good 
news is that it is over 80% shot. and it is expected to be released in the current year,  

2017.  
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The D irector's S taement : 

 
 
 

What  excites  me  most  about  Phoola n  is  the  
opportunity  to  explore  the  resilience  of  
human  spirit  in  the  face  of  incredible  odds.  
This  is  an  issue  that  is  close  to  my  heart.  
What  makes  people  rise  above  their  What  makes  people  rise  above  their  
circumstances?  What  message  can  such  as  act  
give  to  tens  of  millions  of  people  aroun d  the  
world  who  are  denied  dignity  on  daily  basis?   
 
How  empowering  can  such  an  act  be ?  Despite  
being  born  to  an  environment  of  extreme  
poverty  and  abuse,  Phoolan  Devi  refused  to  
be  silenced  into  a life  of  subordination.  She  
fought  back  and  demanded  to  be  co unted.  As  

a result  of  her  sense  of  justice  and  uncompromising  demand  for  respect,  she  eventually  
prevailed  against  forces  far  more  powerful  than  she  was . 
 

Making  this  film  has  a  strong  personal  dimension  for  me  as  well.  I was  born  in  Iran  and  came  
to  Canada  as  a refugee  in  the  end  of  the  80s.  In  the  post -revolution  Iran,  I  experienced  
injustice  first  hand.  I  lost  members  of  my  family  to  fire  squads  for  political  ‘crimes’  as  petty  
as  distributing  band  opposition  papers  or  joining  human  rights  groups.  I  know  w hat  it means  as  distributing  band  opposition  papers  or  joining  human  rights  groups.  I  know  w hat  it means  
to  be  denied  dignity  because  of  having  a different  opinion,  a different  ideology  or  a different  
belief.  For  me,  making  this  film  is  also  a personal  journey  through  the  dark  corners  of  my  
past  to  shed  light  on,  and  hopefully  defend,  what  I  beli eve  to  be  the  unalienable  right  every  
human  being  is  born  with:  the  right  to  be  treated  with  respect  and  dignity . 
 

This  is  an  important  film  in  a  world  where  millions  of  people  live  in  sub -human  conditions.  
As  human  beings  our  fates  are  connected.  No  infect ious  disease  stays  in  the  area  of  its  origin:  
it  spreads.  That  is the  same  case  with  social  ills.  None  of  us  should  be  happy  to  live  in  an  
‘affluent  society’  when  2  billion  people  live  on  less  than  a dollar  a  day.  No  one  can  think  of  
himself  as  ‘safe’  when  millions  of  women  around  us  are  subjected  to  brutal  acts  of  abuse .  

 
It  is  in  such  a world  that  people  like  Phoolan  Devi  remind  us  of  the  need  to  act  and  gives  us  
the  hope  and  courage  to  carry  on . 
 
 
  

Hossein Fazeli  
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The Team 

 

Jamil Kharrazi, Senior Executive Hossein Fazeli, Director / Writer  

  

Jack Silberman, Producer  Gillian Greenfeld, Co-Director 

  

Shernaz Italia, Executive Producer  Neelima Goel, Supervising Executive 

  

 

Printed by BoltPDF (c) NCH Software. Free for non-commercial use only.



Liz Marshall, Co -executive Producer  Vince  Arvidsen, Director of Photography  

   

Apal Singh, Cinematographer  O.V. Sathiyaseelan , Sound Recordist  

  

Rafi Spivak , Editor  

  

Sammie Astaneh, Associate Producer  

    

 

Phoolan: The Official Movie Website  
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